
stitution, and the enforcement of the slave law at every bat
aid. [Apptawse ] There la mora tft be done to-night- Be¬
fore I leave th e meeting, I will take the opportunity of pre¬
senting a resolution.

I do no( meen, my friends to detain yon much longer.
Yon have heard able and eloquent speeches, much l»iur

than any thing I can give yew ; bat I would tell you there is

not a heart in this vast assembly that responds with mure fer¬
vor to the cause of hia -country than mine. [Applause. ] I
am for my ^country j aeut to my Ood, I owe my duty to it.

[Applause.! i shall propose, before I leave thie meeting, that
the proceedings of the aseemblsge, signed by tbe chairman
and secretaries, shall be transmitted te tbe President of tbe
Senate <mnd the Speaker of tbe Howe of Represen'stives,
that those high, noble, and mighty assemblages that stood by
the cuantry in its hour of peril and danger shall receive a

voice af encouragement from those assembled here to-night.
(Applause. ]

Phere are other gentlemen tare prepared t« speak, and as I
already have been making a speech to-night, my voice is not

good for addressing so large a gaftiering ; fcut I beg you to
¦bear in mind 4hat this constitution, wbicb was given to us by
.our predecessors, is a sacred and mighty prise, which we should
transmit unimpaired to posterity s that vibich was formed by
the deliberations of the greatest of spirits; that has stood long

' snoush to test its value to humanity and to tbe world t and
we ahould see that thie prize is preserved, that tbe Union is
-not destroyed, and with it tbe hopes of the nation. Let us

rally to (he rescue upon this occasion; and a true way to as¬

sure the South, as arts remarked hy one of (he eloquent
speakers who preceded me, is to let them alone, and enforce
the !aw-.-the fugitive starve4aw. [Applause.]

If we-ctand by them, then we send to the Soath the assur¬

ance that all is eafe«that we are acting in good faith, and that
the Union will be presented, and be, as we have heretofore
been, in the language df one of the speakers, . band of bro¬
thers. 'I thank yon for the patient attention which you have
given to what I have said.

Mr. Isaac Hazbshubst being announced by tbe
President, came forward aid said :

It gives me wry great pleasure, fellow-citizens, to appear
before you on tbis'oocaaion. 'I knew that the call lor this

meeting would he responded to by the patriotic citizens of all

parties. It has been well said by the gentleman who has

just taken hia eest that our platform is the Union and the
Constitution of our beloved c6untry.a Union cemented by
tbe blood of patriots, a Constitution the most liberal in the
world, and a country teeming with life and energy, the admi¬
ration of all nations. [Applause. ]
Long before the adoption of the American Constitution-did

the idea of union enter into the hearts of the American

people.
As early as 17(3 they were united under the name of the

United Colonies of New England. The close of the Jsst
century found them living under the articles of Confedera¬
tion 5 and in iW67, as you have already heard, a Convention
assembled m this city for the purpoee of revising and ansend-
ing and altering the articles of Confederation.
Among the delegates to that Convention was a union of

signal ability and patriotism. After months, I had almost
aaid years, of deliberation, the present constitution.the re¬

sult of mutual concession.waa adopted. The Union "wss
the basis sTthat constitution, and it is our duty, under all cir-
cnmstancea, to enforce the guaranties of that constitution.

Whenever a law is paaeed which baa for ita object tbe en¬
forcement of«ny guaranty of that constitution, patriotism re¬

quires fidelity to the provisions of that law. I do not apeak
now of sectional feeling ? I de not speak now of that patriot¬
ism which recognises a townships a county, or a State ; but
I speak of that patriotism which draws its inspiration from
and overlooks and takea in the whole United Statea. [ Ap-
piause. j

I say, fetiow-citizens, that obedience to every law is the
duty of all, and that it is the duty of all to enforce obedience
to every Jaw.

The oenetitution of our country cannot be impaired in part.
Like the columns of this splendid room, giving and taking
strength, not one oould be removed without infringing upon
the general-symmetry. [Applause.] The Union was the
foundation .upon which our constitution was formed, end it is
the preservation of the Union thus far that has made <us what
we are. h f und us weak, it now beholds us powerful
The blessings of liberty.our splendid triumphs in tbe me¬
chanic arts.the still greater blessings of religious toleration.
these ue matters or history. They are ours. They cannot
be taken away from us. And this ia tbe result of the Ameri¬
can Union. And are we to disregard the principles of the
constitution ? Are we to dishonor the laws ? Are our brethren
of tbe 8ourh to be treated as entire strangers ? [Cries of no,
no.] Are their rights, their institutions to be the subjcct of
desecration by a foreign emissary upon our shores ?

If this constitution shall be invaded, if our brethren of the
South see that there is no spirit of obedience to the law, then
that perfect Union for which tbe constitution was ordsined
and established will be gone, and gone forever. And as the
beautiful structure of the Republic fades away, there will rise
in its place eeparate States, sectional interests, and burning
jealouaiea. Then what is to be the position of our own dear
Commonwealth, the Keystone of the arch } When the whole
arch crumbles away, where shall be the Keystone ? What is
to be the dertiny of Pennsylvania > Where is she to go?
What substitote -shall there be for our own Union flag ?
Shall ahe run np a loneatar, or shall she stand like the.Key
stone sustaining the great federal arch of the constitution ?
[Applause ]

Fellow-citizens, I feel a diffidence in addressing you after
th* eloquent remarks that have been made this evening. If
this Union should ever be rent asunder, who ia to claim that
flag.the flag of the Union.that cheering record of trials
and glorious triumphs.that'flag which proclaims the Union
from every mast bead.that flag which now floata in holyday
triumph, and now is raised amid the din of arm* >

Let that flag be tbe orator on thia occasion, and as it mar-
ahala us tbe way we should go, never. 0 ! never let it be
displayed with the 41 Union down[Cries of never, and
great cheering.]
The resolutions were then put to the question, and carried

with but few dissenting voices.
Mr. James Pa*e then-offered the following reso¬

lution, which wu adopted;
Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting, signed by

the officers, be sent to tbe President of the 8enate and the
? Speaker of the House ef Representatives of tbe United State*,
to be by them laid before the bodies over which they respec-
lively preside.

THE GREAT UNION MEETING
IN FANEUIL HALL.

The great gathering of American citizens in the
.city of Boston, without distinction of party, took
place at Faneuil Hall on Tuesday afternoon.
The attendance (says the Boston Courier, from

which we copy) was worthy of the occasion. The
hall.was filled to its utmost capacity by an assem¬

blage not drawn together merely by that species of
curiosity which supplies so large a part of the num¬
bers at many great meetings, but consisting of sub¬
stantial citizens, brought from their homes and their
occupations by the right spirit, and an earnest reso¬
lution to aid in the manifestation of a true American
feeling* The deep interest of the matters which
called for this display of public sentiment caused
the attendance of great numbers of persons who, on
common occasions, take no part in political transac¬
tions. Whatever Boston and its neighborhood
contain of talent, moral worth, intelligence, and
weight of character, was represented in very unu¬
sual strength, and we may safely assert that, regard¬
ing all the essentials of respectability and the sub¬
stantial qualities in the character of a community,
an assemblage equal to this never before convened
within the walls of Faneuil Hall.
At a few minutes before four o'clock the Com*

snittee of Arrangements came in, and were received
with loud cheers. At four o'clock precisely Thos.
B. Curtis, Esq., mounted the rostrum, and said :

Friends of the Unien.friends of the constitution : I am
desired by the Committee of Arrangements to ask you to come
to older, snd to present for your sanction the following form
of organisation of this great meeting.

For President, Jobb 45. Waanaw, a name dear in the
annals of tbe revolution, and connected with the history of
Bunker Hill.
For Vice Presidents: David Hxxrhaw of Leicester,

Nathaw ArrLBTon of Boston, Cai.sh Edbt of Boston, H.
A. S. Dearborn of Roxbury, John T. Heabd of Boston,
Gsobob O. Switb of Boston, Autbbd Gbbbboosb of Bos¬
ton, and 8amvbi. Lawbxbcb of Boston.

For Hecre'a'ies: Citiui J. Havnax of Roxbury, A. W.
Thaxtkr, Jr. of Boston, Gxobok R. 8ampsob Jf Boston,
JosxrH Hnith of 8 >uth Boston, Ivans J. Aostib of Boston,
and Tbomas J. Wbittbwobb of Cambridge.
The meeting having been thus organized, the

venerable Dr. Warrbi* rose and spoke as follows:
It ia not without reluctance that I appear bet<ore this great

assembly to take psrt in tbe political proceeding* of my fellow-
countrymen. Having from an early period of life devoUd
myself to professional duties, I have not entered actively into

he politiea of (be day ; but I hate never ceased to feel the
leepest interest in the security end prosperity of our common

jountry, and have ever considered that when these were in
ianger it was my duty, as well as the duty of every good
sitiean, to devote mind and body to their protection and pre-
¦ervation. Such a crisis seems now to have arrived. The

Union, and consequently the existence of this nation, aie

menaced ; and unless there is a great and general effort in
Iheir support, we mayaoen behold the mighty fabric ofourGo-
vernment trembling over our heads, and threatening by iu
all to crush the prosperity which we have *e long and hap¬
pily enjoyed.

It has been my lot to have lived during a period when
there was no constitution and no union ; when there was no

commsree, no manufactures, little of agiicultere, or of any
of the arts calculated to make a powerful and happy people.
It wase period when there was no sound currency, no confi¬
dence between man and man, and no harmony in the action
of the different States. It was a period when men's hands
were turned against their neighbors, when the courts were

beset with armed men, when law and justice were trampled un-

der foot, when our best towns and villages wet e threatened with

pillage, fire, and the sword, when the soil was polluted with
the blood of its own citizens. I remember the unorganized
Kttle band of fathers of fsmiiies, who in that emergency is¬
sued from this place feebly provided with arms or with other
means calculated to put down a daring and desperate rebel¬
lion. What a dark moment was this:! What dreadful fore-

boding arose in the minds of those who had been expending
their labor, their treasure, and their blood, for the safety of
en unhappy country !

But in the midst of this gloom a ray of light showed itself.
A constitution was proposed, and, after a cautious investiga¬
tion and careful adaptation to the varied interests of the coun¬

try, was adopted as a bond of everlasting union. Under tbis
constitution a new order of things has arisen. Commerce
.end agriculture have revived. Manufactures have every
where grown up. Education, literature, and science have
been diffused in all our cities and towns. The highest pros¬
perity has pervaded the nation, and presented to the wonder¬

ing eyes of Europe the spectacle of a federal republic free
without licentiousness and rich without Inzury.
Now, let me ask, is there sny one desirous of returning to

the disunion of 1786 ? Is there any one who is willing to

trifle with, to spurn at, or to-go behind this constitution ? If
there is, I cannot go with him. I go for the whole Cojtsti-
tctiow and the whole Union as the best security for the
liberties of the people. For tuksk I stand bzez ; and if I
am not ready to exert every faculty which I possess to uphold
and maintain them, I shall be false to the blood which runs

in my veins, false to the ancestors from whom I am descend¬
ed, and false to every sentiment of my own heart I stand,
then, at all hazards, for the Constitution and the Union, one

and indissoluble, now and forever.

Dr. Warren's speech excited great applause.
W W. Greenoucth, Esq. was now introduced,

and said: Fellow-citizens, I have been requested
to present for the consideration of the meeting the following
resolutions, prepared by the Committee of Arrangements .

Resolved, That the preservation of the constitution and the
Union is the paramount duty of all citixens, that the blew-
inirs which have flowed from them in Umes past, which
the whole country is now enjoying under them, and
which we firmly believe posterity will derive from them here¬
after, are incalculable , and that they vastly transcend in im¬

portance aU other political obj.cts and considerations what¬
ever

Resolved, That it would be folly to deny that there has been
and atill is danger to the existence of the Union when there
is prevalent so much of a spirit of disunion, constantly weak¬
ening its strength and alienating the minds of one part of the
people of the United States from another; and that if this
spirit be not checked and restrained, and do not give way to
a spirit of conciliation and of patriotic devoUon to the general
Kood of the whole country, we cannot expect a long continu¬
ance of the political tie which has hitherto made us one peo¬
ple but must rather look to see groups of rival neighboring
republics, whose existence will be a state of perpetual conflict
and open war. .

, ,tA ..Resolved, That all the provisions of the constitution of
the United 8tates.the supreme law of the land.are equally
binding upon every citizen and upon every 8tate in the Union ;
that aix laws passed by Congress, in pursuance of the con¬

stitution, are equally binding on all the cit.xens, and no man

is at liberty to resist or disobey any one constitutional set of
Congress any more than another; and that we do not desire
or intend to claim the benefit of any one of the powers or

advantages of the constitution, and to refuse, or seem to re¬

fuse, to perform any part of its duties, or to submit to any
part of its obligations.

Resolved, That the adjustment of the measures which dis¬
turbed the action of Congress for nearly ten months of its last
session ought to be carried out by the people of the United
States in good faith, in all the subetantial provisions, because,
although we may differ with each other about the details of
those measures, yet, in ourjudgment, a renewed popular agi¬
tation of any of the main questions then settled wouldI be
fraught with new and extreme dangers, to the peace and har¬
mony of the country, which this adjustment has happily re-

8lCResolved, That every species and form of resistance to the
execution of a regularly enacted law, except by peaceable ap¬
peal to the regular action of the judicial tribunals upon the
question of its constitutionslity.an appeal which ought
never to be opposed or impeded.is mischievous, and subver¬
sive of the first principles of social order, and tends to anarchy
and bloodshed.

Resolved, That men who directly or indirectly instigate or

encourage those who are or may be the subjects of legal pro¬
cess to offer violent resistance to the officers of the law, de¬
serve the reprehension of an indignant community, and the
severest punishment which its lawa have provided for their of¬
fence ; and that we have entire confidence that any combina¬
tion or attempt to fix such a blot upon the fair fame of our
State or city will be promptly rebuked and punished by an

independent and impartial judiciary, and by firm and en¬

lightened juries.
Resolved, That we will at all times, in all places, and un¬

der all circumstances, so far as our ac a or influence* may ex¬

tend, sustain the Federal Union, uphold its constitution, and
enlorce the duty of obedience to the laws.

B. R. Curtis, Esq. moved the adoption of the
resolutions, and then spoke as follows :

It is a source of great satisfaction to me that I can stand
here and say, not fellow-Whiga or Democrats, but fellow-
citizens. That here I can meet on common ground, in an

important emergency, those who have a common interest
with me in the country; for I understand we have come

here not to consider particular measures of Government, but
to assert that we have a Government j not to determine whe¬
ther this or that law be Wise or just, but to declare that there
is law, and its duties and power; not to consult whether this
or that course of policy is beneficial to our country, but to
say that we yet have a country, and intend to keep it safe.
These are the objects for which I understand we have, as

American citizens, here met, and, for my own part, I cannot
think wo have come together too soon.

There is a very excited state of the public mind all over

the country. It grows out of a subject of the last impor¬
tance, so connected with the interests, and sentiments, and
passions of our countrymen as to make it difficult for the
wisest and coolest on either side to restrain themsel*es within
the limits of prudence snd moderation. Many good men
among us, with veiy tender consciences, but not very sound
practical judgments, spparently not at all aware of the direc¬
tion in which they are moving, or of the results to which
l hey are tending, believing themselves to be as harmless as

doves, and feeling, no doubt, quite sure they are as wise as

serpents, have plunged into this contest. Others, who love
excitement or notoriety, or influence snd power, or who are

smarting under disappointment, have found here a new field
of promise. Others still, whose daily food is contention and
whose daily drink is >he waters of strife, have rushed as into
a quarrel, and brought " with them such temper and feelings
« as have been justly tbaracteiixed as malignant philanthio-
« py " While influencing more or less all these and thou¬
sand of others who have suffered themselves to be led into
Ibis excitement, and lending a certain dignity and power
even to the bad passions which are enlisted, is that deep and
ineradicable love of human liberty which Heats in every throb
of every heart of the true sons of New England.
And when we add to all thi. that the people of other parts

of our country, having opposite interests and passions, who,
believe, have never been remarkable (or letting that excellent
virtue called moderation be known unto all men, have upon
this subject ased language, and manifested (aelings, and done
acts which I am sure wise and good men every where mus

deeply regret, and that ihew things have produced their na¬
tural consequent)** here, we may not be greatly surprised,
however deeply we may be concerned, at the existing state
of thing*.

In my humble judgment it is a state of things calling for
the s.ttier and rareAil consideration of good citixen* of all
parlies in the State, and fur the public expression of a well-
considered, temperste, but fixed opinion thereon.In time* of public danger it was the ussge of our fathers
to come together in this hsll to embody and express the pub¬lic sentiment of tbi* people concerning their indportant afiairs.

j not this an occasion in which we may well imita'e their
txsmple }
There has been beard within theae walla, addrawed to .

public meeting, and received with approbation by that meet¬
ing, the declaration that an &rtiofe of the constitution of the
United States ahali not be executed, law er no law. A gen¬
tleman offered a resolve, which wia pained at a public meet¬
ing in this city,* that " constitution or no constitution, law
or no law, we will not allow a fugitive slave to be taken from
Massachusetts." Here and elsewhere have been publicly nt-
teml exhortations to violent resistance to law, and assurances
of aid and auccor in maintaining auch resistance. Tbe chair-
msn of a public meeting declared here that " the law will be
resisted, and if the fugitive resists, and if he slsy the slave-
huoler, or even tbe marshsl, and if be therefore be brought
before a jury of Massachusetts men, that jury will not con¬
vict him." Here and elsewhere has been promulgated the
idea that it is fit and proper for strangers, coming from abroad
on to our soil, to put themselves upon their natural rights,
viewed according to their own human light, and by that light
arm and resist unto blood the execution of the lew of the
Commonwesltb. I speak not of any law of Congress, bat
of the constitution, tbe supreme law of tbe land. The chair¬
man of a public meeting here has ventured to assure such
persons that judges and jurors will violate their oatha to pro¬
tect them from punishment; and, as if there should be nothing
wanting to exhibit the madaeps which haa posaessed men's
miods, maxler and perjury nave been erected into virtues,
and in thia city preached from the aacred desk. I must not
be suspected of exaggerating in the least degree. 1 read,
therefore, the following passage from a sermon preached and
published in this city : ,

" Let me suppoie a case which may happen here, aod be-
fore long. A woman flies from South Carolina to Massachu¬
setts te eacape from bondage. Mr. Greaiheart aids her ia
her escape, harbors and conceals her, and is brought to trial
for it. The punishment is a fine ot one thousand dollars and
imprisonment for aix months. I am diawn to serve as a ju¬
ror, and pass upon this offence. I may refuse to.serve, and
be panished for that, leaving men with no scruples to take my
place, or I may take the juror's oath to give a verdict according
to the law and tbe testimony. Tbe law is plain, let us sup-

!»ose, and the testimony conclusive. Greatheart himself con-
esses that he did the deed alleged.saving one ready to per¬
ish. The judge charges that, it the jurors are satisfied of 'bat
fact, then they must return that he is guilty. This is a nice
matter. Here are two questions. The one put to me in my
official capacity as juror is this: 4 Did Greatheart aid the wo¬
man V The otbeir, put to me in my natural character as man
is this: . Will you help punish Greatheart with fine and impri¬
sonment for helping a woman to obtain her unalienable
rights }' If I have extinguished my manhood by my juror's
oath, then I shall do my offioial business and find Greatheart
guilty, and I shall aeem to be a true man* but ifl value my man¬
hood 1 shall answer after my natural duty to love a man, and
not to hate hiip; to do him justice, not injustice ; to allow him
the natural rights he has not alienated, and shall say, 'not
guilty.' 1 hen men will call me forsworn and a liar, but I
think human nature willjustify the verdict **

"The man who attacks me to reduce me to slavery, ibthat
moment of attack alienates his right to life, and if I were the
fugitive, and could escape in no other way, I would kill him
with aa little compunction as I would drive a musquito from
my face.".A Sermon of Contcience, by Rev. Theodore Par-
Jeer.

I should like to ask the Rev. Preacher, when he goes into
court and holds up his hand, and call* on his Maker to at¬
test the sincerity of bis vow to render a true verdict according
to the law and ibe evidence, whether he does that as a man
or in some other capacity ?

Is it not time that they who love their country and respect
the laws should come together and soberly ponder these
things }

If a case exists which demands a breach of a fundamental
law of the Government, and jentities armed resistance by in¬
dividuals, it is a case for revolution, and it is time we knew
and acted upon it.

If there is not such a case, then this language, and the
feelings that prompt it, and the conduct whicl>accompanies
it, disgrace our community, and endanger its safety and peace,
and should receive the rebuke of every good citizen. There
ia no middle ground between these two alternatives. If there
is a case for forcible resistance of law, for refusal to execute
one article in the compact which constitutes the Government,
(or vilifying this compact by names which I should be un¬

willing to'repeat, for stirring up the angry passions of men,
and arrayirg one part of the country against another part, it
can be nothing less than a case for a revolution, and in a re¬

volution it muat end, if ita progress be not checked.
Now, I understand that those who act in concert on this

subject are divisible into two classes. One class openly avow
that thiB is a case for a revolution. They say the constitu¬
tion of the United 8tates contains an article which is immoral,
and must not, under any circumstances, be obeyed; that
as honest men they cannot undertake to abide by this com¬
pact, with a mental reservation that they will break an im¬
portant part of it ; and therefore they reject tbe whole, and
bold it to be the duty of thia Commonwealth to withdraw
itself instan'ly from this whole compact, and thus revolu¬
tionize the Government. This is the ground of action and
the end of one claas.tbe ground of action being that there
is a fundamental error in the constitution of the Government,
and the end that the Government must be destroyed.
Whatever else may be said of this, it cannot be denied that

it is open, definite, tangible, capable of being seen and under¬
stood in its true proportions. They do not profess one thing
and mean another. They do not move blindly towards tbe
gulph of civil discord and national destruction. They do not
lead their followers towarda it with boastful assurances that
the ground is safe and clear. They see treason, aad they
honestly say so, and give their reason for it.

In my humble judgment, it is time that reason was exam¬
ined. You may say it needa no examination j the bare state¬
ment of the proposition carries its own refutation with it 80
I had aupposed until recent events changed my opinion. I
do not think it important to examine their reason because I
entertain any hope of influencing any of this clsss of men
whom I have mentioned. I believe their passions are too
much excited. But there is another larger class who are now

acting with them, many of whom, I verily believe, do not see
whither they are going. Theae have not thrown off* their
allegiance to the constitution. On tbe contrary, many of
them held or have held public office, and have aworn to sup
port the constitution. Many more, if we may judge from the
recent elections, desire earnestly to take that oaih. [Great
laughter.] I am bound to think, And do think, they have
taken this oath without any mentsl reservation. They in¬
clude in it that article which promises that fugitives from ser-
vice escaping into this 8tate shall be given up. But, aak yourFree-8oii neighbors, " will you give your support to a law
which shall fairly and fully execute thia article > You are
dissatisfied with the present law; but, laying aside all ques¬
tions about means and details, do you mean that Massachu¬
setts shall keep thia promise or break it f" And, depend up¬
on it, ifyou get any answer at all, it will be that it is a pro¬
mise not fit to be kept.

I do not mean to say that all would so answer. 8ome have
not sufficiently probed their own consciences to know what
lies at the bottom, and aome who have may be willing to
have this article executed. I hope there are many such.
But I do believe that, when it comes to tbe practical question
whether the promise shell be kept, many will be found in the
c >ndition in which 8ir William Blackstone says he was in
respect to a belief in witchcraft: for, says he, in substance,
inasmuch as both the scripturee and the laws of England re-
cogniae the crime of witchcraft, I cannot take it upon myself
to deny that there has been such a thing, though I cannot
give credit to any particular modern instance of it.
So it is with some of them gentlemen. Inaamuch as the

constitution, which many of them have sworn to support,
contains an express promise that fugitives from service shall
be given up, they cannot take it upon themselves to deny, in
the genersl, that the promise is to be kept; but as to ita being
done in any particular way, or by any particular means, or
in any moJern instance, they cannot consent, and to prevent
it they are ready to join their beat and utmoat exertions to
those of the first claas whom I have named, though these
latter all the time declare that this distinction between the
abstract and tbe concrete ia too thin for their eyes to see. {
Now, the real difficulty with both these classes of persons is

the same. Tbe difference between tbem is that one sees it
and avows it; the other does not sse it, or ia too prudent to
avow it.

Is it not fit, then, that this supposed difficulty should be
brought out into the light of day and steadily looked at}
There eugbt to lie no reluctance to do this. If the difficultybe real it should be acknowledged, and due effect given to it.
If it be unreal it should be diaaipated. If the conatiiution
under which we live is, as is expressed in the calm language
so well b« fitting the discussion of a subject deeply involving
the welfare of so many millions of people, if it be "a bond
of hell," which it is the duty of every just man to break, we
ought to know it and act on it.

I hope you will bear with me, therefore, fellow-citizens,while I attempt to discuss this question.1 am a Massachusetts man.born on her soil, bred in her
schools, partaking, from my infancy to thia hour, of the bless¬
ings which, under Providence, flow from and are secured byits laws.and I hope I am not unmindful of the honor anil
the duty of the 8ta°e. And I feel, with you, a common inte¬
rest to inquire whether, when this Commonwealth entered into
this compact ai d agreed that it should bo the supremo law, it
made a covenant of iniquity ?

Let me say, at the outset, that this is not a question to be
settled by calling bard names. It ia a moral question, to he
appr ached with calmness, and solved by tbe reason and
judgment of aober men. And I ahall endeavor to state, as
well as I can, that course of reaaoning which haa satisfied my
own mir.d.

Let me begiQ by aaking you to keep in view that we are
considering tbe righta and duties of a civilised state. The
question is, whether this Commonwealth acted within tbe
ki>undt »f right, in 1788, when it entered into the compactin question '
At that time Massachusetts was an independent sovereign

State, possessing, of course, all the powers over its own citi¬
zens, in reference to foreign Slates, which constitute andause
from sovereignty. J

Among these power* two only are important here.the
power to make binding compact* with other 8tates, and the
power to determine what person* from abroad *hall be admit¬
ted t) or excluded from the territorial limit* of the 8tate,
and on what term* and condition* any »nch peraon* shall be
allowed to come or be required to depart. Both theae power*
are unquestionable. For centuries a succea*ion of great
minda have been employed upon thia eubject of public law.
Beginning with Grottos, in the 16th century, and ending
witb our countryman, Wheatoo, who died in this city two
year* ago, or with Lieber, if you pleaae, who still litre*, I be¬
lieve there cannot be found any where a *et of more prufound,
wise, humane christian moralists than these.men of great
boldnea* of mind, restrained by no positive rules, seeking the
moral truih of the great subjects they have discussed by the
best lights of divine and humsn wisdom.
Yet not one of tbem, »o far as I know, ha* ever doubted

that the powers which I have mentioned rightfully exist, and
are neoeaaary for the preservation of every civilised State.

There i* another principle equally clear, and that ia, that
every State may and ehculd exercise it* powers for ita own

preservation and the advancement of the welfare of it* own
citiaena.

Indeed, outside of thia exciting subject, all these princip le*
are not only unquestioned, but they have been acted on by
thi* Commonwealth over and over again, to the acceptance of
.very body.
As early a* 1793 thia Commonwealth paased a law pro¬

hibiting, under a severe penalty, any shipmaster fcom lard¬
ing in this State any foreign convict ; and this has ever since
been, and ia now, (he law. What right had the 8tate to pas*
thi* law ? The right to protect its public peace, and the per¬
sons and property and morals of its citizens, and to exercise its
own discretion as to what persons from abroad might prove
injurious to either.

In 1830 it waa found Ireland wa* pouring upon our abores
. tide of psuperiam and disease. The victima of centuries of
oppression and wrong came hither to aeek relief and succor.
Poor-houses and hospitals were emptied of their content*,
which, at the public expense, were transported hither. Did
any man doubt the rightful authority of the Legislature to

pat . stop to thia; to ssy thst these persons, however ground
down by oppression and diatrea* at home, mu*t not be thrown
upon our handa ? No one, that I ever heard of, doubted it.
On the contrary, very atringent laws were paaaed, which we
have been atruggling ever aince to maintain against the ex-
cluaivs power of Congrats over commerce. What right has
the State to pa** these lawa ? I answer again, the right of
aelf-protection < the right to determine what persons from
abroad shall be admitted to it* territory ; the right to use its
own dircretion, and consult the aatety and welfare of ila citi-
xens, in admitting or excluding them.

Let me borrow an illustration out of this very subject of
slavery. We all know that in every elaveholding 8tate there
are thousands of slavea who, from age, disease, or infirmity,
are mere burdens. Now, we have heard some angry talk
about retaliatory legislation. Suppose Carolina and Georgia
should pw* laws that if any auch aged, diseased, or infirm
slavea deiired, with the consent of their masters, to come to
Massachusetts, they abould be transported hither at the public
expense. I wonder if a Free-Soil Legislature would consider
itself powerless to prevent this 8tate from being overwhelmed
by such an irruption ?

I have been attempting to illustrate what really requires no
illustration The principle* are clear. Every aovereign 8tate
ha* and i|U*t have the right to judge what peraon* from abroad
shall be Emitted, and thi* and all other power* the State ia
bound to naa for the safety and welfare of ita own citizens.
Taking abng with us these principle*, \ ask you to go back
with me Id that Convention, which aaaembled in thi* city on
the 9th day of January, 1788, to conaider whether thia 8tate
ahould ad>pt the proposed constitution. We are in the pre¬
sence of no ordinary aaeembly. In the chaii is John Hancock,
the man vbo in 1775 threw hia name and hia fortune into the
acale of tte Colony, at the beginning of its contest with the
Crown, aid who, whatever else may be said of him, was al¬
ways true to the revolution. There is Tbeophilus Parsons,
who ha* «>unded all the depth* of public and private law.
There wal 8amuel Adams, not improperly called the Cato of
America, hi* whole soul filled with the idea of human liberty
and popular rights, upon whose eara the sounds of the guns
at Lexington fell with sweeter tones than the aonga of birda in
that raorring of spring. There, too, were Gerry and Varrum,
and Gore, Ames, and Bowdoin, and Sedgwick of 8lockbridge,
the soldier, the juriet, the ardent patriot, the true philanthro¬
pist, who by his professional exertions bad ju*t before *truck
the laat bbw at negro alavery in Masaachuaetts, and a crowd
of able, jist, and wise associates, fresh from the deep and in-
tenaely itieresting discussions concerning political and civil
liberty, vdhich originated and accompanied and followed the
war of th« revolution. The queation ia whether they were so

ignorant «r eo blind to their duty aa legislators, a* citizens, and
as men, a* to make, in behalf of this Commonwealth, a com¬

pact so grossly immoral that their children may not fairly
execute i% but must now overthrow and destory the work of
their handa. Let us see:

In the first place, it was known to tbem and is certain,
that the Union could not be formed and the constitution
adopted without thi* article.

In the next place, they believed, and we know, that it was
impossible to over-estimate the importance of thi* Union and
this Constitution to the people whom they represen od. The
Confederation had proved powerless for good. The public
debt of the country, due chiefly to the officer* and soldier* of
the Revolution, of whom thia State furnished so large a part,
could not be paid The commerce ofthe country was in disor¬
der. Each Siate bad ita own navigation lawa and imposes, and
was already using theee powerful and exciting inatrument* in a
manner hoatileto each other. An inanrrection against the
lawa in thi» State, known as 8bay's rebellion, which aeri-
oualy threatened not only the existence of our own Govern¬
ment, but the general peace of the country, and wa* connect¬
ed with rising* both in New Hampshire and Connecticut,
had juet been quelled with great difficulty. Great Britain,
from whose grasp we had escaped in open contest, was now

waiting to see us pro*traied by internal struggle*, and from
the (treat heart of Waahington we* extorted the exclamation,
«< What, gracious God, i* man! that there should be *uch
inconsistency and perfidiouane** in hi* conduct' It is but the
other day we were shedding our blood to obtain the constitu¬
tions under which we live.constitutions of our own choice
and making ; and now we are unabeathing the *word to over¬
turn them. The thing ia ao unaccountable that I hardly know
bow to realize it, or to perauade myaelf that I am not under
the illusion of a dream."

. . .

This was the atate of public affair* under which, in Janu¬
ary. 1788, thi* Convention assembled. They foresaw that
thia great inatrument, preaented for their adoption, would ac¬

complish whatithaa accomplished.that it would form a more

perfect union.that it would eatabliah juatice.that it would
inaure domestic tranquillity.that it would provide fr the
common defence.that it would promote the general welfare,
and secure the blessing* of liberty to the people of thi* Com¬
monwealth and their posterity.
On the one band were the evils, on the other the benefits,

and they were called upon to choose between them for the
people of thi* Commonwealth doring counties* generations.
Now, let u* suppoae that aome one bad been mad enough

to riae in that Convention and aay, " I aee these evils ; they
are great now, and threaten to become intolerable. I see these
benefit*; I believe thi* constitution will perform for Massa-
chuaett* all that it promiaea. But I deny that Massachusetts,
aa a sovereign and civilized State, haa the rightful power to
make thia compact; for here ia a atipulation in it that per-
sons held to service in 8tatea now foreign to iw, escaping
hither, shall be gi*en up to be carried back again."

I cannot pretend, fellow-citizens, to give any idea of the
treatment which *uch an objection would have received from
the great and powerful minds of that Convention. I believe
tbey would not have left a vestige of it on earth.no, nor the
material to make a ghost of, to ri*e from region* bebw and
frighten «om« of their descendant*. But it need* no uncom¬
mon sbility and discernment to sec sufficient answers to tbia
oWection.

.In the first place, are not these persons foreigner* a* to u* f
And what right have they to come here at all against the will
of the legislative power of the 8tate } And if their coming
here or remaining hare i* not consistent with the safety of the
State *nd the welfare of the citizen*, in the name of all that
i* rational may we not prohibit their coming, or send them
back if they come '

If we have a right to aay to those who have been ground
down by the oppression of England, you must not land on
our »h'»ree because your presence here ia injurious to ua, have
we not a right to avoid enormoua evils and secure incalcula¬
ble benefits, not o' herwise attainable, by a compact, one arti¬
cle of which agrees that our State shall not be an asylum for
fugi'ivea fr m service *

To deny this is to deny the r'gbt of self-preeervalion to a
State I» atrikea at the heart of every civilized community.
It make* its preaervation impossible, and throwa ua back at
once into a condition below the most degraded savages who
have a semblance of government.
No sane man can reflect, and then make such a denial; so

that there can be but one possible question, and that ia simply
a question whether the emergency waa such aa railed for the
exercise of the power. Upon this question also, unless we
overturn principles necessary to the existence of civil tocieiy,
it ia impoaaible to doubt that we are precluded and justly
bound by the action of the 8tate in 1788. Haa not a State
the right to m*ke compacta and treaties, snd when they ars
matlo are they not to be kept )
May the State make a promise to-day, and to-morrow say,

" On tue whole, our interest did not require that promise,
and it is not to be keptIf it be the test of a ju»l man that
though be promiae to hi* harm, he keep* hi* promise good, i*
it uot al*o applicable to a Slate f But in tru h there ia no oc-
caoion to rely on any auch obligation, for ifit be once admitted
that thia Commonwealth in 1788 had the rightful power to
aweni to the constitution, there cannot be two opinions among
those who know the facta that the requiaite emergency ex-
isted. /

I am not about to repeat what I have already *a»d respect¬
ing that emergency. You know what it waa. You know
that the great duty of justice could not otherwise be perform¬
ed i that our peace at home aud our safety from foreign eg-

gresion could not otherwise be ensured; and that only by
this means c >uld we obtain the blessings of liberty to the peo¬
ple of Masaacbuaetts and their posterity. I may add what
dow ia a great and glorious motive, which our fathera antici¬
pated, and oar eyee have eeen, in no other way could we
become an example of, #nd a aecurity for, tbe capacity of
man, safely and peacefully and wisely, to gown himaelf,
Under free and popular constitutions. But I wish to ask
your attention particularly to one thing, which is inore inti-
ma'ely connected with thia subject.

I undertake to aay tbat men of forecast must then have
foreseen, and aubaequent events bare demonstrated, and it ia
now known, that without an obligation to restore fugitives
from aeivice, conatitution or no constitution, Union or no

Union, we cannot live in peace with the slaveholding Statea.
You may break up the constitution and tbe Union to-mor¬

row ; you may do it by a civil war, or by what I could never

understand the method or the principle of.what is called a

peaceable secession; you may do it in any conceivable or in¬
conceivable way 5 you may draw the geographical line be¬
tween slavehotding and non-slaveholding anywhere; but
wben we shall have settled down, they will have their insti¬
tutions, and we shall have oura. One is as much a fact as
the other. One engsgea the interests, and feeling*, and pas¬
sions,of men as much as the other. And how long can we
live in peace, aide by side, without some provision, by com¬

pact, to meet this caae } Not one year. Anv reflecting man
can satisfy himself of this by turning his mind upon the facts ¦,
and history proves it. As early as 1643, wben the country
was a wilderness, and the movement of persons from one

part to another uofrequeot and exceedingly difficult, the colo¬
nies of Massachusetts and Plymouth, Connecticut and New
Havea, found it necessary, even in that primitive and imper¬
fect union which they foundeds to stay themselves against
destruction, to insert an article substantially like this one :

"Tbat if any servant run away from hia master, into any of
the confederate jurisdictions, that in such casp (upon certifi
cate from one magiatrate in ibe jurisdiction out of which tbe
servant fled, or upon other due proof) the said aervant shall
either be delivered to his matter, or any other that pursues
and brings such certificate and proof."

But we need not pautc upou thia very early experience of
our New England ancestors. The Government of the United
States bad not been in operation two years when the neces¬

sity of some such provision, in some form, to preserve the
peace of bordering independent Statea, was clearly proved.
You kuow that in 1789, Florida belonged to Brain, and
stretched along the aouthern border of Georgia. Well, Gen¬
eral Waahington had not been two years In office when tbe
people of Southern Georgia became so uneasy on account of
the escape of their slaves across the bolder into Florida aato
make very urgent representationa to the National Govern¬
ment demanding redress; and thereupon orders were ob¬
tained from the 8paniah court to arrest tbe further recaption
of the fugitives, and to make restitution; and President
Waahington aent a special messenger into Florida to see to
tbe execution of these orders.

It ia unnecessary to enlarge upon this. If any one in this
sge expects to live in peace, side by aide with the slavehold-
ing States, without some effectual stipulation as to the reato-
ration of fugitives, he must either be so wise as to foresee
events in no wsy connected with human experience, or so
foolish aa to reject experience and probabilities as guides of
action.

I know it may be said, "Let the contest come. We are

ready for it. Let the blood of the slaughtered be upon tbe
beads of those who are in the wrong." When I look abroad
over a hundred thouaand happy homea in Massachusetts, and
see a people auch as the blest sun has rarely shone upon.so
intelligent, educated, moral, religious, progressive, and free,
to do every thing but wrong i when I call to mind its admira¬
ble constitution of government.and it comes as near to jter-
fection as the lot of humanity permits.when I remember
that these things are the free gifts of that awful Being who
holds peoples and nations in the hollow of his hand, I fear to
aay that I should not be in the wrong to put all thia at risk be¬
cause our passionate will impels us to break a promise our
wi?e and good fathers made not to allow a class of foreigners
to come here, or to send them back if they came.

With the righta of thoee persons I firmly believe Massa¬
chusetts has nothing to do. It ia enough for us that they
have no right to be here. Our peace and safety they have no

right to invade; whether they come as fugitives, and being
here act aa rebels against our law, or come as armed invaders.
Whatever natural rights they have, and I admit those natural
rights to their fu lest extent, this ia not the soil on which to
vindicate them. This ia our aoil.aacred to our peace.on
which we intend to perform our promises, and work out for the
benefit of ouraelvea and our posterity and the world the des¬
tiny which our Creator haa assigned to ua. 8e far as He has
supplied ua with the means to succor the distressed, we, as
christian men, will do ao, and bid them welcome, and thank
God tbat we have the means to do it. But we will not act
beyond those mesns; we will not violate a solemn compact to
do it; we will not do it by holding up our hands and swear¬

ing to render a verdict according to the law and evidence,
and then knowingly violate that oath ; we will not plunge into
civil discord to do it ? we will not shed blood to do it; we will
not so threw away the rich gifta which He has conferred upon
us, not for our benefit alone, but in trust for countless gener¬
ations of his children

In my judgment ibeee are not means wmcd He nas conn-

ded to us to enable us to succor the needy and the oppressed
of other 8tates, and, ao far aa depends upon me, these meana
ahall never be used.

[During the speech of Mr. Conns, a slight disturbance
was caused by the Rev. Theodore Parker, who attempted to

interrupt and reply to Mr. Curtib's review of the sermon of
a "certain rev«rend preacher?" this, however, waa of bat a

moment's duration. The audience were not inclined to grant
Mr. Parker a hearing, although his friend Garrison at¬

tempted likewise to put in his oar. Mr. Curtis said " At
a proper time I shall be pleased to hear what the gentleman
in the gallery has to say ; but at present I beg to be permit
ed to proceed with the course of my remarks." Mr. Cur
tib experienced no further interruption, and "the gentleman
in the gallery " was silenced for the remainder of the evening.
This occurrence waa the only thing that interrupted the gen¬
eral harm ny of the proceedings of the evening.

Mr. Curtib's speech wss listened to with great attention,
and repeated elicited enthusiastic applause.])

B. F. HALLET.Esq., was the next orator, and he
spoke thus:

Mr. President and Fellow-Citiaens : In the presence of this
strong, and calm, and energetic meeting ; after the resolu
lions tbat have been read, the clear and eloquent argument
with which they have been enforced by the gentleman who
has just left your greetings, and the unmistakeable expression
of your sentiments, we can now aay at home and abroad that
there is no law of theae United Statea which cannot be exe¬
cuted in Maaeachusetta.

If there was doubt before there can be no doubt now; and
if there be any wild enough hereafter to resort to a fancied
higher law to put down law, they will find in your determined
will a stronger law to auatain all the laws of the Isnd.

It ia good, then, for us to be here to-day. There are oc¬

casions, and aaauredly thia ia one, when it is well to forget
that we belong to partiea or sections, and to remember only
that we are citizena of tbe United 8tates.
The purpose of this meeting and the spontaneous call of

five thousand namea which combines so much of the moral,
physical, pecuniary, and intellectual strength of thift commu¬
nity, all point to the Union, its preaervation, and the su¬

premacy of its lawa. ,

Though no man aevera himself from bis party by coming
here to-day, nor pledges himself to any new one, yet every
right minded citisen must feel thst there are occasions in
which hia country rises above all party, and when the true
men of sll parlies are bound to unite in an expression of pub¬
lic sentiment tbat shall give ^novated strength to the bonds of
our Union, and renew the solemn vows and engagements we

have mad?, and which our fathera entered into for u§, that
whenever and wherever a queation ari*ea between union and
disunion, law or no law, a section of the country or the whole
country, we will be found on the side of the Union, the laws,
and a united country.
Such occssions have presented themselves before to-dsy to

test the strength of the Union and the supr< mscy of an un¬

popular law over a popular sentiment- I mean unpopular in
one section and popular in another section of these States, and
in all these crises the laws and the Union have triumphed
over all local or sectional interests arrayed against them.

Mr. President, it is just sbout eighteen years ago wben one
of the moat numerous and weighty assembisges that ever

gathered in thia hail since the revolution came together to

pledge themselves to the support of the constitution and ol
the laws for the collection of the tariff revenue, then threaten¬
ed with nulli6cation by a single Southern State. Then Mas .

sachuMt'a insisted on the enforcement of a law which ahe re

fsrded as essential to her property and industry, but which
S.tnth Carolina detested.
Now, the threatem d nullification comes from Masoachu-

aetta upon a law which she msy dislike, but which not only
South Carolina, but the whole South insist is vitsl to the pro¬
tection of their property and industry. And shall Massachu¬
setts nullify that l«w is the question >

But it is said tbat there ia no crieia and r.o call at preaent
for a demonstration of the friends of the Union, and tbat there
are no disuntonists in New England ! If, indeed, there be
none, then are we all unanimous for the Union and for up¬holding ita laws, and it surely can do no harm to proclaim it
to the world and from Faneuil Hall that we are the frienda of
the Union, resdy to abide by and auatain the lawa of the
Union, and anxioaa to remove all disturbing causes-tbat mayhere or elsewhere lend to ita diseolution. In a word, that we
go not only for the integrity of the Union, but for the pesceof the Union. But'are we sure that the Union is Hale while
extremes North snd Suu'h continue to agitate and indulge in
mutual criminations, and especially while we see in ourmid»t
. strong aitampt caakii g to direct public opinion in tbe course
of what ia termed by its advocatee a peaceful resistance te tbe

law, bat which can be peaceful only juet so long *e all who de
not oppose . certain law permit theae peaceful mobe and meet¬
ing* to hare their own waj in prostrating that law, and m*-
xtituting tor all laws they happen to dislike an undefined
" higher law," of which every man isto be his own expound¬
er, anil to act as judge, jury, and executioner )

Sentiments that have gone torth from this ball, or from any
place or meeting in Massachusetts^ adverse to the Union or
the supremacy of law, should njt be allowed unrebuked to
form one jot of the public opinion of this Commonwealth, and
should be met with an unequivocal expression of the friends
of the Uni.in, who mean by the Union the tohole Union,
and by the lawn we are sworn to maintain the whole law*.
And we ore here to-day for the purpose of calmly and reso¬
lutely giving that expression as cilixens of the thirty-oneUnited Slates and as lovers of the Union, wihout distinction
of party. Tbis alone is a sufficient reason for the call thai
has brought together this latge assemblage.

1/ it be said that the Whig paity is the party of Union, and
that alone can preserve it, that the Democratic party is the
party of Union, and that only can uphold it, so much the bet¬
ter for the country. Then the Union will be sale whichever
party may predominate in the nation, and surely, if both the
great parties have the same aim and end iu view in preserving
the Union, they will have mote strength when both unite to¬
gether in that sacred purpose, and they will present an im¬
pregnable barrier, in every section aad in every State, against
the encroachments of those who may seek to undermine the
constitution or divide the Union into sectional, conflicting,
geographical parties. But, on the other band, if a Democratic
sectional party, or . Whig sectional party, or an exclusively
sectional Southern or aectional Northern party should pre-
domina'e, or even hold the balance of power in the Union,
who would guaranty its endurance for a single session of
Congress ?

If ever the legacy of Washington to his countrymen had
meaning and purpose, it now comes home to us in his solemn
warning to " indignantly frown upon the first dawning of
every attempt to alienate one portion of our countryfromthe rest, or to enfeeble the sacred lies which bind togetherthe variout parts."
Who that loves bis country can conceal from his judgment

the conviction that there has come upon us not only the
dawning of this attempt, but its progress almost to the meri¬
dian, and if it is suffered to reach tbe point of its politics7culmination before ita decline, that decline can only happenwith the decline and fall of the American republic *

It waa to give strength to these States and to make us on*
people that Washington left his retirement in 1787, when
he was chosen a delegate from Virginia to the Convention to
form the constitution, and, in bis own language on that occa¬
sion, be *' reluctantly consented to serve, in order to assist in
averting the consequences of that contemptible figure which
the American communities were about to make in tbe annals
of mankind, with their separate, independent, jealous State
sovereignties.
The question comes home to us to-day whether, by acqui¬

escence in measures that the best wisdom of Congress ha*
devised to quiet and settle tbe Union, we sbali lend our aid
to avert the like catastrophe, which muat happen now if the
constitution of our fathers, framed by the best men the coan-
ry ever saw, is lost to us, to freedom, and to tbe world, by
the sectional divisiona that have already strained it to its ut¬
most tension *

Mr. President, it is a singular fact that we are here to-day
deliberating upon an issue which threatens the Union and
endangers the supremacy of its laws, that had no place in
the deliberations or the spprebensions of the wise men who
formed and adopted the constitution.
The fourth srticle of the constitution, which provides for

the delivery of fugitives from labor, was scarcely discussed in
the Convention, and was adopted by the unanimous vote ol
every State, and without a dissenting vote from the North.
In the Massschusetts Convention of 1788, upon whose ac¬
tion then depended the ratification of the constitution by the
requisite number of States, not a word was uttered by tbe
most jealous opponents of tbe constitution against that pro¬
vision. The whole and only discussion touching slavery turn¬
ed upon the provision permitting the importation of slaves for
twenty years, (a measure much more repugnant than that we
are called on to permit to be enforced,) and the enumeration
of slaves in the representation.
And yet, when all was considered, it met tbe approbation

of tbe wisest men that ever lived among us. Judge Dann
said : " From a survey of every part of tbe constitution, I
think it the best that the wisdom of men could devise and
tbe Rev. Mr. Backus, an apostle of that day and generation,
declared that " auch a door is now opened for the establish¬
ment of righteous government, and for securing equal liberty,.,
as was never before offered to any people upon earth."

It is instructive too to recall the fact that the only common
principle, the only union platform upon which our fathers
could meet and make that constitution, was the identify
ground upon which the friends of the Union of all
now agree to atand, vix : non-intervention with tl" domestic
concerns of each State, and a full recognition "'*h« °o|y safe
republican doctrine of free government .: 'he right of
every free State to establish its owu form of government,
provided it be republican, snJ to wgulate its own modes of
labor and all its int*"5"1 concerns.
As a single instance, permit me to quote th< language o

Major Ueneral Heatb, it the Massachusetts Convention, one
who had fought bravely for tbe liberties he knew so well bow
to preserve. Upon this very question of slavery, he said t

"If we ratify tbe constitution, shall we do any thing by oar
act to keep tbe blacks in slavery, or shall we become the pax-
takers of other men's sins' I think neither of them. Each
Stste is sovereign and independent to a certain degree, and »

they have a right and will regulate their own internal ifiin
as to themselves appears proper ; and shall we refuse to eat or
drink, or be united with thosewho do not think or act just as
we do ? Surely not."
Now, if one extreme at the South claim more than is in

the constitution for their peculiar institution of slavery, ao#
if another extreme at the North d«sny and resist what is plain¬
ly in tbe constitution, in order to sustain their peculiar insti¬
tution of abolitionism, where shall the hiends of union take
their stand but on the middle ground, the broad platform of
tbe rights of the States in their domestic retwions, and good
faith in carrying out the pledges of the constitution and tbe
laws made to enforce them.

Allow me to remark on one point, tor it is only one that I
intend to touch upon in the provisions of the fugitive law,
which some of our fellow citixens have avowed in this hail is
to be treated like tbe stamp act, and never to be enforced in
Massachueet s.

If that means any thing it means just what our fatheto
meant when they resisted the stamp act and threw the ten
overboard.Revolution. It is revolution or it is treason. It
is levelution if it puts down one government, and by organic
law frsmes another. That is tbe only American theory of
tbe higher law that is not rebellion, but a sacred right of the
people. If it only resists law, and obstructs its officers, while
it seeks no new organic form of government in the collected
will of the people, it is treason, rebellion, mobism, and anar¬

chy, and he who risks it must risk hanging for it.
It is the higher law of Daniel Shays in the rebellion of

1786, who with thirteen writs oa bis back for debt, assembled
an armed m*>b to stop the courts, and sent bis message to tbe
judges of tbe Supreme Court then about to bold their session
in Springfield, ordering them not to open tbeir court, nor to
indict tbe rebels. Tbe judges of that day answered, as I ana
sore the judges of this dsy, and the commissioners too, if
need be, (I am sure of one of them,) would answer a like
message from the modern higher law party, "they would
faithfully execute the laws of the country agreeably to their
oaths."

But the point to which I would tefer in the fugitive hi
and the one most insisted on at repugnant to New England
feeling, is that it calls upon tbe oitizens to aid the slave-taker
in capturing the fugitive. I do not ao understand it No
man is called upon or can be called upon unless there is re¬
sistance to the execution of a process of law. If no citizen
resists the law, no other citizen except the officer with his
warrant will be called on to lift a finger. Now suppose the
officer is resisted, the prisoner rescued, the court invaded, the
witnesses assaulted, tbe magistrate driven from his seat, and
you are called on to suEtain the supremacy of the law or the
despotism of the mob. Which side will you take >,Iaw or

anarchy; the magistracy or the mobocracy ? That ia the
practical question, and that you must answer.

Mr. Hallbtt's remarks (of which tbe preceding is t>ut an
imperfect sketch) were greeted with repeated expressions of
general applause.
Tbe Hon. Rurcs Choatb then roae amid the resoundiag

cheers of the immense multitude. He delivered a speech
which in our judgment (says the Courier) must be ranked
as the very highest effort of his masterly powers of eloquence.
The chief topica were the perils of the Union st the present
moment.the distinction between the Federal and State Gov¬
ernments.the sacredncss of constitutional obligations.the
mischief of pseudo philanthropy.tbe state of tbe public
press.the agitation of the topic of slavery, and the duty of
American citixens at the present moment.all of which wars

treated with the perspicuity, convincing logic, aptness ol
illustration, and brilliancy of style which characterize the hap¬
piest performance of this distinguished orator. His speeds
was fully equal,,to tbe great occasion which called it forth,
and was listened to with the most earnest and profound atten¬

tion, interrupted only by the deafening plaudits of the multi¬
tude from time to time. We shall not attempt to mar the
beautiful proportions of this noble work by an abridgment. .

but shall prepare a full and accurate report of it for a subse¬
quent number of our paper.

Mr. Csoat* concluded amid the load and long Continued
cheers ol the audience.

After which the resolutions were put to the role
and passed by acclamation.
Tbe meeting then adjourned.


